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Characteristics of Kuwaiti women’s Literature

Asrarul Haque Siddiqui
Research Scholar
JNU, New Delhi,110067

Twentieth century marks the beginning of the emergence of women
intellectualism on the political horizon of Kuwait. Many Kuwaiti women writers
and poetesses appeared on the literary scene and enriched the Kuwaiti literature
with their creative views, writing style and themes. They demonstrated their talents
mainly in the genres of novel, poetry, and short story. Kuwaiti women have used
their pens to promote feminism as well as nationalism in times of peace and war.

During and after Iraqgi occupation of Kuwait in the early 1990s, women
wrote articles, books, and literary pieces condemning and documenting the events
and effects of the conflict. Examples of their nonfictional writings on the war are
articles like Hidaya-al-Salim’s “Nahn-al-samidun” (We Were Brave) and
“Ayaduka ya watani” (Happy Celebrations, My Nation) which were both published
in the early 1990s in al-Majalis. Kuwaiti women’s war fictional narratives abound;
an example of them is Tayyiba-al-Ibrahim’s Mudhakkirat khadim (A Servant’s
Diary) 1995.

No doubt that the Literature of Kuwaiti women unveil the secrets and
contradictions of Kuwaiti society. It is also an evocative, sensual, provocative and
overwhelming account of Kuwait towards independence.

Kuwaiti women began to publish short narratives from 1948. However, what
appears to be the first fictional narrative published by a Kuwaiti woman was
“Rihlat Farid wa-Layla” (Farid and Layla’s Journey), a story by Diya-al-Badr. This
story, which appeared in al-Batha in 1952, was followed a year later, by two other
fictional narratives: Hayfa Hashim’s ““al-Intigam al-rahib” (The Horrible Revenge)
in al-Raid (May, 1953), and Badriyya Musaid’s “Amina, in al-Batha (June, 1953).
The apparent resurgence in Kuwaiti women’s literary publication came in the
1970s. Fatima Yusuf al-Ali’s novels, Wujuh fi al-ziham (Faces in the Crowd) was
published in 1971. It was followed, in 1972, by the publication of Hidaya al-
Salim’s short story, “Kharif bila matar” (An Autumn without Rain). The 1980s
through 1990s witnessed the flowering of Kuwaiti women’s writings.
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Contemporary Kuwaiti women, who have become famous as fictionists and
have published, at least, two collections of short stories or novels, include Layla-al-
Uthman(1945),Muna-al-Shafii(1946), Fawziyya  Shuwaysh-al-Salim(1949),
Thurayya al-Bagsami (1952), Tayyiba al-lbrahim (1952), the above-mentioned
Fatima Yusuf-al-Ali (1953), Layla M.Salih, Aliya Shuayb (1964), Khawla al-
Qazwini, Fawziyya-al-Suwaylim, Wafa-al-Hamdan, and Latifa Batii, These
women constitute the older generation of women writers in contemporary Kuwait.
The promising number of the emerging younger generation shows that there is a
brilliant future for fiction in this tiny Arabian Gulf State.

Poetry appears to be the most popular literary genre among Kuwaiti women.
They have used poetry as well as other genres to register their grievances against
patriarchy, to demand women’s rights, and in support of the call for Kuwaiti as
well as Arab nationalism/unity. Some of the famous women’s names in Kuwaiti
poetry include Princess Suaad-al-Sabah (1946), Janna-al-Qarini (1956), Kafiya
Ramadan (1948), Ghanima-al-H arb (1949), Fatima al-Abdullah (1961) and Nura
al-Mulifi (1966).

An assessment of Kuwaiti women’s literature is incomplete without
evaluating Kuwaiti women’s journals. For the first half of the twentieth century,
they were a major platform for Kuwaiti women writers at a time when women
usually published short pieces in journals and magazines rather than writing entire
books. The dividing line between journalists and writers that exists in the West has
always been blurred in the Arab world. Many Arab journals and newspapers were
launched by writers and educators who considered journalism an extension of other
forms of writing.

Male supremacy and Female ferocity in Kuwaiti Women’s Literature:

Hayfa Hashim’s “al-Intigam” and Layla al-Uthman’s “Min milaff’represent
women’s physical and mental potency in undermining patriarchal hegemony. They
both portray the family as the main social institution within which women’s
oppression is perpetuated. Reminiscent of the pre-oil or mid-twentieth-century
Kuwaiti women they both symbolize, the two initially submissive and ‘speechless’
teenage girls eventually succeed in liberating themselves from patriarchal
oppression through their respective devastating acts of rebellion.

Wasmiyya takhruj min al-bahr (Wasmiyya Emerges from the Sea) is
Layla al-‘Uthman’s second novel and one of the earliest by Kuwaiti women in
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general. Published in 1986, this novel is a social realist text that depicts class and
gender relations in pre-oil Kuwaiti society. Simple and lucid in its language, less
sophisticated in its emplotment, and conventionally sequential in the unfolding of
its events, the novel runs through some one hundred and ten pages. It tells the story
of an ill-fated, secret love between a lower-class boy, Abdullah, and an upper-class
girl, Wasmiyya.

Muzun,written by Fawziyya al Salim, a novel of some 350 pages. This
novel represents the women’s perspective vis—a-vis the ‘hegemonic’ Western
feminist discourse through its exploration of several themes of feminist concern
which range from femininity and gender socialization to female sexuality,
abortion, mothering, “clitoridectomy” (female genital mutilation), and so on.

Characteristics of Literature by Kuwaiti Women:

The literature by Kuwaiti women is evolved around the female self with her
as the nucleus of the orbit. Internal approach puts a stress on the exploration of
women’s inner world, i.e. their feelings and thoughts. The female perspective on
such matters as self-identity, love, sexuality, marriage, motherhood .As for the
external approach, it examines women’s interaction with others, i.e. men and
society. In addition to the fact that gender inequality and female victimization are
frequently protested in the short stories, women’s enormous interests in politics
and social affairs should not be ignored. Particularly after the Iragi invasion in
Kuwait, many women writers wrote about the suffering of the people and their
perception of the war and the resistance movement.

In regard to the literary characteristics of Kuwaiti women, generally
speaking, the temperament of romanticism, humanitarianism, symbolism, and
idealism, as well as the inclination toward introspection and meditation are
apparent, despite the differences in approaches among these writers. Among many
examples is Ajnih.a min Rih. (Wings of a Breeze) by Muna al-Shafii, which serves
as a paradigm of a short story combined with romanticism, symbolism, and
idealism.
alaf,a (The Snake) by Layla al Uthman is an example that integrates symbolism
and female introspection and meditation. The story aims to understand sexuality
from both female perspective and that of men and society.

It should be noted that although the commonality of Kuwaiti women writers’ short
stories have been pointed out, the uniqueness of each writer in literary expression
and rhetoric, attributed to the difference of age, family background, education,
political ideology, etc., should be recognized. Nevertheless, Kuwaiti women’s
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short stories cover a wide range of thought-provoking subjects and successfully
project a series of challenges to society and its conventional values. Consequently,
a unique literary spectrum is shaped, which helps the reader understand more
profoundly the complexity and sophistication of Kuwaiti women and their social
context.

Although the role of Kuwaiti women in producing Arabic literature has
always been subtle but it is very important, some leading women persevered and
wrote a master piece of literature that showed a woman’s role in society. Writings
of Kuwaiti women has grown and developed steadily from its inception. Journals
were a major platform for Kuwaiti women writers at a time when women usually
published short pieces in journals and magazines rather than entire books. Kuwaiti
women writers have used prose, poetry and other forms of literature to register
their grievances against patriarchy, women’s rights, Arab nationalism and national
unity.
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HIgoT &l 39T AT gl

2| PIAA-T-HAA : WG IR dBAR & AT FIMA-T-HIA T T T &
QY {1Y gTad, XA AR 3ghA § Adifeos MAT T 3 Tasar el

A-gEH Aqdl AR Ao 307 : Pdd-U-gad Norgga @i &
AFFAS dedd 3R 30 & Y 1Y IPA-T-gad 3R @ Hcifeors
3o T A4

3| ftherg-T-HAIRET: fihehgl HARe 3N 3A-T-herg &I IaTS |
¥ |37CT-T-3Re: Sidle 3R FEHA IR e AT dreliA|

AT HegEAATH qEAd MFATGedTe FT ABAAT AINIEH

ATH Tl foeT ITe el foeT AW Ferawer foeT STER 3EHAe |, 3T
derer 23ufesh Hfadw oy SHA (AW H RS foy R dgee
Atarg forem st (gTferar fEerdeR ) & g5 | 5991 & & arfeie-u-PRme
AT HRT & § 36 S &7 dolg & GH del 1 37 & & T A A
HATSTA Aol G # & X & IR Td & 3¢ fowd 9gd Al 83
AT & dlg 3H HAGAT & deh Y fdm iR @ &l 3T| 37 & g
I FToTeT dree @ Raffen o fRar iR sw REfe # e
Heoll Sl 3eRT AR afeaara @ Hef grfde foham |
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(¥) Fde SEATAAT faA T (}) FAFAT FEAHART HA AeHs, AT
(3) 3T shelehedl (¥) HEXHT [AFARE Io-3o@ fACHU (9) FeEm
gAfear, feed (5) #ewwr wsham, Aurer (b) HEIAT HAMRT 3-3H
TERAR

S

(¢) HIA CRelgad WAMAAT (}) Acddel 3odAl, dTA5  (2°)
dehdTelicaTs Piclol, oEeT3 Ud HEIHT 1T

(23) GR-3-30[H &ddq (23) HEIHT FAIRAT Wk §ar T (2¥) Fale
AT & AT Biietel

39 AT 1 fhgREd FIhr adiel &1 & 36H @faen & A 589
RE &

(?) TN 3EHAC 3Meidied! AGAEAE 3HEHAC Sodle Tl TaT, Hiclmal
HEFAG SGH, el Toltel 37ell gaedl, Fldell W% 32, Alerer
3idgeeTE AR Al HTEEATT HIRFIY TEHEHATE HAH Ao |

deirt f@eaATa

AGeTErH AT egEHeH FEd! {%Hgvdls o HSIAT Sreclga g-3iI-
3A-FITA (HEIAT gloll el Siled, dlceh-dih H HHHT & A dh
T TEeATd ITH & | HIR ¥y o HMMgr H HYh Hgd @le
AAF(EAT T RGHST & 3T o & AR 3MIehr AAGIT IR IR AT
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frdre ST & IS | 37 & ¢ 379 X die AT AR W I ool &
IERA & §lg o BX el d 9dT Il o 3e1g Hhld W g@R olai o
dheall Y T &1 HAEAT Hegelotellel A & TaEGd & AU Hble
I Y §<dl Pl ggl W 98T iR O ool o1 3@ fhar

TGl AT o HIAT AT Iefd &1 TFACRY 3der el 9T off| Hierer
o T A% FATAG-U- 3T T dedd Hf s IE2m sfed SHAT-I-TEAET
AT BT Y 3SH f&AT| ®dar [Sadr F1 e ot g & gredr AR
HEThel ASTSN & @y foha|

AT T%T@WI'@' I Hedlg Iogd Foold o g HI F3ed oY Ad
BATS AR 39eT [rere-v-Hehear 1 f9aRa @ 3N g6 & AHR 3ea
39 AgaY o

dUa I%-g-dTel®

HIeITT TegEaeA EEEIT g EXF-a-dcqT q 3 WA & q1Y q1y
TEAG-I-dTel® H ¢ 7 F|

AT 3MM9eh Hdd QleT ATSCIT I Sd 380 & BARIT H 3ET IS
M ol 38 H AJRT $Jd & Folldl IR AAGIT $dd & HHedald (%)
SII-U-ATST T Acdeddl WE 3R H TATHAH FATRT AT 3oh-T-
TRIECENT (3) BEAANE B AASA-U-3CNSNNE (8) Hoadd fdd-

Aol () R 37T Foled (6) gEemN Bard H gall Fed ke @
&S o4 S JT @ A
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S0 % SATAl 3TIhI JaTATE I hgRET gaa-T-aicl ¢

(?) 3TaR 3ol HAWE dAT AP el #AAEE (e Sec, A9
AW 3%33)

() PP 3T AAGH IFAT BT HReAT-T-HTAH (AHETd %)

(3) SEATHT 3PS BT ¢R0

(¥) 3RME TR 3 T BT THHAT el AT el FT FHgTd 9R

(3) $&-T-Hel HWEI K
(5) SEATH ATHT Therd 33

(8) SEATHT Tl (FIIGT) TAHGTT ¥<¢

(¢) BT HHATS THEIT €Y
(R) STATHT adIId
(20) SETHY ATNH (22 TFEH HHg THETA RY)

(22) SESTHT Thldl HhEld QWE,

(2R) STATHT dSISh THald 3oY

(¢3) TAHETE 37eT HA TSAT Tl 3ol HelleT AWl Mo
(2¥) STTHAT digle TWald &R
(29) SEATHT Gaara 3 foied

(28) EATdleI-U-Sloold
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(26) GASTT 31l AEIG
(2¢) SEATHT IRaT
(8R) TATST-T-GLIN

(R0) Tohcrer 37eT AT

(R2) SHTT HHEE
(RR) FIAT-T-JZIST T Fotleld

(R3) TEA-TgAIH

(W) HASAFAT gHg

(RY) SEATHT 3iRTG
(k¢) RArer 3gA-T-gEH

() STETeT $r TBwIed

(R¢) HABATHT A-SEATH

39l 3Feld Teraa &7 der 3R Hele giar § | dolAr ey 7 s
el HGT 3 HAH 3Fe[d H SR @M TAN-U-TAATS IAdR 37
AATEIE doAT fARRIT 37T AATEIE § Teh g1 &l cIofAl IeT-U-T@EAd &

($33b) Fold TS LT 3oy 3TTeT T HIAT & o HgFAe HeeToeg
Helfg THeoH & WA et St T T @ & & o SendR 3meer +Aa0
EC TET % o W 3oclle Hedodg il qHead gfAar-T-Hrel &
TEE BAT ITC|(FENT, HREAH) 3R A AATEE fSlee 9grA &, 13,
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SEATHT 3hsHI 8ocs 3§ TGN STHT ATSTG feeell, HA-U-gem3fd fGdHay

Roo¢

39kl Sfcehlel JheA HEIA-3A-gUH ¢3%y RSl HAAMSHh b BRI ey
SUdl S AT Feg-U-Aifeh & ded B3 | STHTS-T-STefTaN AT
IqEEAC AT UgAdeds o Yos R ool & Higeder domiedre
A QT H ASE=T g
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